Once upon a time—okay, in the early '80s—there was little
solos and macho vocals were off-limits for anyone following

Then came The Cult.

Led by vocalist lan Astbury and guitarist Billy Duffy, the Biriti
out of style. It proved a successful strategy —several Cult albu

Electric and 1989’s Sonic Temple.

In recent years, The Cult has been an on/off venture. While the band was doi
as Cardboard Vampyres and Circus Diablo. But now The Cult is most d
before he left his LA home for a UK Cult tour. He discussed

for acoustic guitar.

You embraced big '70s rock before it was fashionable.

Yes. It was very, very, very unfashionable to say we liked
Led Zeppelin. | wish | could say we were clever enough to
have a grand design in doing so, but it was just an hon-
est, genuine evolution for us.

Did you start out playing that style?

Absolutely. | was a rock guitar wannabe kid. | was into
Free, Thin Lizzy, and other ’70s rock. That was true of
most of the original punk guitarists as well. Steve Jones
from the Sex Pistols, the guys in The Clash, the guys in
Generation X—they were all into The Stooges and ’70s
rock. That’s what came out in The Cult. lan liked the fact
that | could play rock things. In the end, he’s really a
classic blues-rock singer, and I'm a meat-and-potatoes
guitarist. We were part of the post-punk Gothic scene at
first, but we eventually realized that that style really
belonged more to bands like Bauhaus.

Did you play much acoustic guitar as a kid?

| did. But then punk happened, and that changed every-
thing in England. My high school band became
completely polarized. Half the guys wanted to do folk-
rock like Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young, and half got into
punk. That included me—I saw the Sex Pistols right at
that impressionable age, and | got into the energy and

tween punk and hard rock. Swaggering guitar
Sex Pistols.

immediacy Q
be in a rea
{e]gr-Ner:Igle

But y,
“Sh

Act
ove
acca
Eddi4



