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Yamaha designs all kinds of instruments.
Can we utilize a common approach to give them a unified feel?

Black Yamaha (2003)

Today's Hello
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A chair that not only provides a place to sit, but a place to view

¥ -4 flowers arranged in the open end of the instrument, as well as
A : opportunities to converse with passersby.
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Musical instruments are tools that allow people to convey their feelings without words.
Can we apply this concept to furniture design?

How many friends do you have? (2005)
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key for journey key as gift
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A keyboard integrating sketchbook for jotting down phrases that A gift for future performers, designed to present to children who

come to mind while traveling. are picking up a musical instrument for the first time.
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We believe that the designs of musical instruments have room for further evolution.
We attempted to broaden our thinking by focusing on personal relationships and the meaning of tools.

key for you (2006)
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A quick turn is all it takes to switch this guitar stand

This guitar case is a living room showpiece that
into a stool for playing.

doubles as a seat for playing.
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We thought that musical instruments could be like family members.
Wouldn’ t it be great for them to live together with the rest of the family?
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A mirror that shows what you might look like from the A stepstool that gives you the excitement of
audience, giving you the feeling of being on stage. performing onstage
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Musical performances involve various props.
Supporting actors enhances the drama.

please please me (2010)
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Collaboration with Neville Brody Collaboration with Tord Boontje

An example of audio equipment with an appearance that A speaker designed to express the phenomenon of
is in synchrony with music culture. sound and the sensation of motion.

Pop Art 1 PHOTOGRAPH

Collaboration with Neville Brody Collaboration with Neville Brody
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Music expresses the mood of the times and the sounds change from moment to moment.
What kinds of expressions can we see in the musical devices?

Resonated Yamaha (2011)
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This motorcycle embodies the image of the beloved horse. All
the rider sees is the horse’s back below and the ever-changing
landscape beyond.
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Musical instruments and mobility: two different worlds that Yamaha constantly explores.
Here, we exchanged items between the two worlds to express the essence of Yamaha in each.

project AH A MAY (2015)
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Collaboration with SLOW LABEL, Yamaha Motor Co.Ltd..

A power-assist wheelchair designed for performing.
The sail is a flat speaker.
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Yamaha is a special brand that covers both motor vehicles and musical instruments.
Is there some way to join the two to energize the world?

&Y01 (2016)
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Collaboration with Tord Boontje, Manabu Shimada

The completely novel concept and materials upend the
conventional image of audio equipment. We also created a
custom soundscape for these 14 units.
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We must always remember that musical instruments are works of craft.
We should be able to incorporate more of the appeal of the essence of craft works into
industrial products.

Hairy Creature Speakers (2016)
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Collaboration with Mexarts Household Group Co.Ltd. 'Di@ib\ﬂ%Fﬁﬁ%i@Cj'kbo) ET/°
Rounded shape, soft touch. Collaboration with Mexarts Household Group Co.Ltd.

This piano is the centerpiece of a happy home. A piano designed for the bedroom—play a little to relax and

wind down before going to bed.

Re-mind
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Collaboration with Mexarts Household Group Co.Ltd.

A piano featuring shelves for memorabilia and family photos,
designed to reverberate against a wall and to look like one of
the decorations.
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We want to keep our focus on the rewarding fulfillment of times to come,
and envisioned how instruments should look for adding color and richness to our lives.

(2018)
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A work that immerses performers deeply in a pictorial world,
while at the same time making them a part of the art work itself.

Kinetic Silence
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A sound player that delves into the pleasing sonic textures halfway between
the sounds of everyday life and those of a musical instrument.
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A piece that lets you feel the vibrations of a musical instrument
as you sleep beside it.
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A device that creates the sound of rain for one minute, creating an imaging of a
soundscape in the same way a bonsai tree creates an image of a landscape.
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We want to break away from stereotypes and revaluate how we think about things.
This is a new interpretation of the experiences of performance, of watching performances, and of listening to sound.

Pulse (2019)
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Collaboration with Yuri Suzuki

A collection of push buttons, rocker switches, keys,
and audio components laid out on a sound box.
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Every time that humans have encountered interesting sounds,
they have invented a musical instrument to reproduce them.
Can we create new species of instrument from everyday objects that make sounds?

Industrial Instruments (2020)
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RhythmBot
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The music begins when you drop the needle on the An automatic rhythm section tailored to

spinning record on your smartphone.

whatever you hum or play.
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MusicLight Winder
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Light the candle to start the music. Blow it out to Just like a music box, wind the key to hear some

stop the music.

music—wind it a little more to hear some more!
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The way we enjoy music is evolving and becoming more convenient day by day.
Here, we explore the delicate balance between digital and analog.

Stepping Out of the Slate (2022)
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Where Yamaha Design is today

In 1963, Yamaha Corporation inaugurated a specialist organization dedicated to design. Six decades later, the
Yamaha Design Laboratory works diligently to develop designs for all products bearing the Yamaha logo. Musical
instruments represent the pinnacle of human expression, and it is no simple task to innovate them while retaining
their essence and respecting the well established traditions and culture around them. And yet, design must
constantly evolve and advance so that instruments continue to be vessels through which players can explore and
express their ample sensitivities, trusted tools of experts and technicians, and sources of inspiration for music
lovers the world over. With this in mind, we have carried out distinct research activities for many years in parallel
with product design.

We at the Yamaha Design Laboratory have turned our attention to how rewarding and fulfilled life could be in the
future, and continually question who we are and what we are capable of. Even for items that are outside the scope
of our normal endeavors, we have forged our own identity by creating unique prototypes that represent the
ideation of Yamaha designers and then sending them out into the world to see what happens. This exhibition
features prototypes from the past 20 years that provide an overview of the paths carved out by our
contemplation, as well as the first exhibition in Japan of our latest work, “You Are Here,” which inserts musical
instruments into daily life in the form of furniture-like pieces and was unveiled at Milan Design Week 2023. We
hope our attempts to bring new concepts to fruition, question ourselves, and share the results help you intuit the
essence of Yamaha design: contemplating the way we think.

Manabu Kawada
Yamaha Design Laboratory
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