Chris can afford to"le more _bemuse@E

than alarmed. “Word’s fortunate g
that we’ve actually made money,?“; 3 says. “In
a hostile environment, Word has come out
looking pretty good! We're not a‘"éigantor

label or anything, but we're in the black—

environment. il
Best of all, Rodriguez says, ‘I sﬁnﬁf“'
play guitar all the time. | play every d
in the studio, in my. production wol
in other situations as well. All this week ['ve
been on I;a promotional run with: Billy Ray
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||:|| il our other acts, a hip-hop trio called The

2 an "_hlay!éwl;; itely -m.o_re'"of' a corporate

. _ Souliahz. They're great songwriters. Great
thing; which IS_hOt'_.II_’]-h’]y natural DNA—I'm

programmers, too, but at the core of it
the epitome of the ‘dreaming artist.” Before they write really solid tunes. | met those
this, my whole life has been more about con- guys my first day on the job in A&R, and we
necting chords and writing tunes. So | do feel really clicked.”
like I'm stretching.”

In his A&R role, Rodriguez has
had a front-row seat to the music
industry’s recent turbulence. “Word is
Warner Music Group’s Christian division,
but now Time-Warner has sold WMG to an
outside group of investors,” he comments.
‘| tell you, I've never seen more of a
scratch-your-head music-business bubble
than the one we're in right now. It seems

But unlike many rr_m‘sic industry execs',:;"

Josition is

and that's no small feat in the Currelnt"""

Cyrus, playing acoustic and slide. And last

It's also great for Revolver-erail
British to
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after going int I, I'm still doing 15%6F
Chris is a longtime fan of Yamaha guitars. “One # R o so ot
buds. /ARGItS € as a musician. With

of my favorites is a hollowbody AES1500. What a
beautiful guitar! | got it from Yamaha about five years

n, ébustic steel-string, slide,

ago for a Christmas tour with Vince Gil. It was a big- . rICTsRRiC. |t's a great gig for my
band Nat King Cole production, with a different quitariek
orchestra each nightdifi whatever
town we were in.
that guitar out with'.

wound  strings. I ?
amazed by how.

lose any bite ol
even strung



