o &aest is powerhouse tear-away
Iy hd country, but it’s nice to take
.\ 5 something a litfle more subtle.”

He’s British by birth, yet Albert Lee is one of the finest guitarists
to master those quintessentially American genres, country and
rockabilly. Since attaining fame in the '70s as Emmylou Harris’s
instrumental foil, he’s played with Eric Clapton, Dolly Parton, Joe
Cocker, Jackson Browne, George Jones, Linda Ronstadt, Jerry
Lee Lewis, Travis Tritt, and many other leading rock and country
artists. We spoke to him during a rare break in his overbooked
schedule.

What have you been up to lately?

Wow. You get to play with as many great guitarists as vocalists.

Piano was your first instrument.

Like many players of your generation, you hecame obsessed with
American music. But why did you pursue country rather than rock-and-
roll?

You’re best known for your fiery electric work, but you’re a fine acoustic
player as well.

Do you play much acoustic live?

You recently got a Yamaha LS36 with pick-up installed in it.

It sounds like you have no immediate retirement plans!



