Van Halen’s

 Michael Anthony

To Unveil Signature Bass

When Van Halen tours the world in 2001, their as-yet-unannounced vocalist
won’t be the only newcomer onstage: bassist Michael Anthony will be sport-
ing a signature bass inspired by Yamaha’s classic BB3000. Anthony is fine-
tuning the specs as the group completes its 12th album, but he gave us a few
clues about what to expect.

You haven’t endorsed many instruments. Why now?
When | heard Yamaha was reissuing the BB3000, | wanted to be part of it.
It was as if someone started building your favorite sports car again and
you had a chance to be involved. | played a prototype BB3000 a lot dur-
ing the early ‘80s. Yamaha eventually discontinued the model, but |
kept playing that bass.

Why?
| liked the sound, the feel of the neck, the position of the pickups, the
way it lays against my body. | eventually moved on to other instru-
ments, but now I’'m making full circle back to what | used to play. -
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